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@ Using Words to Make Art:
Teaching English—Language Haiku to Japanese University Students

DECKER, Warren #kIUZRET KFE

In the spring of 2021, Momoyama Gakuin University of Education began an English Education Course
in which students can obtain English teaching licenses for junior high schools and high schools in Japan.
One of the required courses for these licenses is “Literature in English 1” and [ have been the teacher

for this course for the last two and half years.

One literary form which we look at in this class is English—-language haiku. Despite having chosen haiku
for the brevity of the form and for the students’ prior knowledge of haiku, I quickly realized that both
of these qualities would actually be less helpful than I had anticipated, and indeed, initially prove to be
obstacles in my attempts to explain English—-language haiku. The brevity of the form demands that haiku
poets rely on implications, connotations, and subtle understatement; all aspects of language that may
be difficult for EFL learners to grasp. Furthermore, the students’ familiarity with haiku all led them to
pose two obvious questions. First, “Do English language haiku have a 5—7-5 pattern?” The answer to
this is generally “no” (a subject we will return to below. This leads to question two: “If English language
haiku aren’t 5-7-5, then what are they?” I found myself standing in front of an expectant class without

a satisfactory answer.

The definition of a haiku in English is under active debate. Numerous articles on this question have been
published and are likely being written at the very moment that I write these words. For haiku poets who
avidly read each new edition of Frogpond and Modern Haiku, engaging in this lively debate is stimulating
and exciting precisely because there is no definitive or conclusive answer. By contrast, for EFL learners
looking for a clear definition, this debate may simply seem bewildering. In this research, I consider this
fundamental question: What is a haiku in English? The next question is: How can English-language haiku

be taught to EFL learners?

Through trial and error, I developed a system of introducing English-language haiku through inductive
reasoning, working from specific examples to guidelines. In this presentation, I will discuss those
techniques, give examples of student—written haiku in English, and also introduce a textbook that I am

currently developing to be used for teaching English— language haiku.
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